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Summary
The National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) is a central scheme launched in 2019 that aims to mitigate 
air pollution in identified “non-attainment” cities across India. The plan sets an ambitious target to 
reduce coarse particulate matter (PM10) and fine particulate matter (PM2.5) concentration by 20-30% 
by 2024. However, two years on, most actions planned under NCAP are yet to be initiated.

A fundamental flaw in this so-called “national” plan is its limitation of action to only 124 selected 
non-attainment cities. This means the total ignorance of non-urban regions dealing with high levels 
of pollution. Further, the selection of non-attainment cities is through an unscientific process in 
which less than 10% Indian cities are monitored.

An important part of the NCAP is the formulation of State Action Plans, to be prepared jointly by 
respective State Pollution Control Boards, the Central Pollution Control Board and the Ministry of 
Environment, Forest and Climate Change. Implementation of these plans was to begin by 2020, 
however our research found that states were yet to draft the State Action Plans. Queries were 
filed under the Right to Information Act, 2005 (RTI Act) to 23 states, and responses from 17 states 
were received. None of the states has formulated their State Action Plan. Except for Maharashtra 
and Andhra Pradesh, all states have shared copies of their various city action plans. This implies a 
complete lack of understanding of the idea of a State Action Plan.

Maharashtra’s responses specified that the State Action Plan has not been prepared, but the state has 
not specified the reason for delay. Andhra Pradesh said that it had formulated a “State Environment 
Plan” with air pollution control as a component. Overall, none of the states have prepared the plans, 
let alone implement them. This negligence by state and national authorities reduces the NCAP to 
a city-based programme, which is deeply problematic as it will localise the air pollution problem 
instead of pushing for holistic approaches to mitigation.
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Background
India’s National Clean Air Programme (NCAP) was launched in 2019 aimed to clean up the air in 
identified cities by 2024. For a country known globally for its poor air quality, the NCAP is unfortunately 
among the least ambitious clean-up programmes in the world. Even if all the targets are met, NCAP 
will not make any difference in the quality of air in most cities and landscapes in India. However, 
even these very modest targets are unlikely to be met. This is because of the lack of seriousness on 
part of all the implementing agencies in meeting NCAP targets.

Today, NCAP has become more of a guidance document rather than a statutorily mandated plan 
under the Air (Prevention and Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 (hereinafter referred to as Air Act). The 
NCAP has been operational for two years but most actions planned under it are yet to be initiated. 
It is clear that the NCAP’s target of 20% to 30% reduction in PM2.5 and PM10 will not be met by 2024, 
even within the cities identified for implementation. Rather, the pollution levels will only increase1. 

This paper focuses on one of the key actions under NCAP i.e. the preparation and implementation 
of State Action Plan on controlling air pollution.

NCAP suffers from a serious shortcoming: its principal focus is on what are termed as “non-
attainment” cities. Non-attainment are those where the National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
(NAAQS), 2009 are not met. These cities have been identified through a nationwide programme of 
ambient air quality monitoring known as National Air Quality Monitoring Programme (NAMP). The 
NCAP document describes NAMP network in the following words:

The network consists of 703 manual operating stations covering 307 cities/
towns in 29 states and 6 Union Territories of the country. Under NAMP, four air 
pollutants viz. SO2, NO2, suspended particulate matter (PM10), and fine particulate 
matter (PM2.5) have been identified for regular monitoring at all the locations. 
In addition, there are 134 real-time Continuous Ambient Air Quality Monitoring 
stations (CAAQMS) in 71 cities across 17 states, monitoring 08 pollutants viz. 
PM10, PM2.5, SO2, NOx, ammonia (NH3), CO, ozone (O3), and benzene.

One of the major objectives of NAMP is to identify non-attainment cities and to obtain the knowledge 
and understanding necessary for developing preventive and corrective measures. It is important to 
highlight some issues of concern:

Firstly, NAMP is limited to monitoring only 378 cities out of the total 4000 cities in India i.e. less than 
10% of the total number of cities. 

Why State Action Plan is Important 

1.   The NCAP document shows that effective implementation of a plan can bring about changes. It cites a Lancet study by Peking University 
School of Public Health on the impact of China’s ‘Air Pollution Prevention and Control Action Plan’(2013–2017) has found that an annual 
average concentration of PM2.5 decreased by 33.3% and PM10 levels reduced by 27.8% in the 74 key cities in China where the plan was 
implemented in the last five years. 

“ “
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2.     Para 6.1 of NCAP

Secondly, the identification of non-attainment cities is only out of the 378 monitored cities and not 
to the total number of cities. 

Thirdly, NAMP is city-focused and does not consider rural areas that exceed the NAAQS standards.

Finally, there is a wide disparity in air quality monitoring across different states. Heavily industrialised 
and urbanised states with more air pollution have lesser monitoring of air pollutants. For instance, 
Himachal Pradesh has air quality monitoring in 14 cities while a large industrial state like Gujarat 
carries out manual monitoring in only seven cities. Sikkim carries out air quality monitoring in eight 
cities, same as the larger state of Tamil Nadu. The inequity in monitoring is evident when one 
considers that there are 38 continuous air quality monitors in Delhi while the entire state of West 
Bengal has only eight continuous air quality monitors.

These facts are important to understand the key shortcoming of the NCAP—it is limited to only 
those cities where monitoring has been carried out and therefore does not extend to those polluted 
areas in the country where no monitoring has been done. As stated above, only 10% of the cities and 
no rural areas have monitors as per NAMP. 

This deficient monitoring is reflected in the number of cities that are termed as non-attainment, as 
it is limited to only those cities where monitoring (either through manual or continuous) has taken 
place. It is for this reason that a highly industrialised state like Gujarat has only three non-attainment 
cities (Surat, Ahmedabad and Vadodara), Tamil Nadu has three (Tuticorin, Trichy and Madurai) while 
Himachal Pradesh has seven non-attainment cities. Similarly, Jharkhand, which has large industries, 
has only one non-attainment city (Dhanbad), while Nagaland has two and Uttarakhand has three.  

It is important to point this out since the approach of targeting non-attainment cities for air pollution 
reduction leaves bulk of the polluted cities and landscapes out of the scope of the plan. It is for 
this reason that State Action Plan for Air Pollution, which is one of the specific objectives of NCAP, 
becomes important.

The long-term goal of the NCAP2 is to “meet the prescribed annual average ambient air quality 
standards at all locations in the country in a stipulated time frame”. It is therefore clear that though 
the non-attainment cities are an important focus of NCAP, its ultimate objective is to improve air 
quality in “all locations in the country”. This is only possible when one moves beyond the focus 
of non-attainment cities  towards state-level action for controlling pollution. The NCAP document 
specifically states: 

The document further highlights:
...the air quality management framework should include strategies at different levels i.e. 
local, city, state, regional and transboundary levels, for effective control of pollution.

Thus, NCAP emphasises the need for strategies at the state level for effective control of pollution. 

Preparation of State Action Plan 

Taking into account the available international experiences and national 
studies, the tentative national level target of 20%–30% reduction of PM2.5 and 
PM10 concentration by 2024 is proposed under the NCAP. This is keeping 2017 
as the base year for the comparison of concentration.

““
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Figure 1: Excerpt from the NCAP document with respect to State Action Plan

Figure 2: Excerpt from the NCAP document with respect to State Action Plan
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As of May 2021, i.e. more than two years after NCAP has been initiated, there is no evidence that even 
a single state in India has prepared the mandatory State Action Plan. Information was sought under 
the Right to Information Act from 23 states, of which responses have been received from 17 states. 
None of the 17 states has prepared the State Action Plan. A cause of concern is the fact that all of 
them barring Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh have interpreted State Action Plan as a compilation 
of individual city action plans prepared for their respective non-attainment cities.  Maharashtra is 
the only state which has specifically stated that no State Action Plan has been prepared under 
the NCAP. The state has only prepared city action plans for all its non-attainment cities. However, 
Maharashtra has also not given any reasons for not preparing the State Action Plan, rather their 
response was, “No question arises”. Andhra Pradesh has claimed that it has formulated a “State 
Environment Plan” for the entire state, with air pollution control as one of the components.

Some of the key findings are:  

West Bengal: The Pollution Control Board stated that a comprehensive air quality action plan is 
available on its website.  However, no such document was found.  Rather, there is only one action 
plan viz. “Comprehensive Air Quality action plan for Kolkata”.

Gujarat: The State Pollution Control Board evaded responding to the question by stating that the 
action plan for Surat and Ahmedabad cities are available on CPCB website, and shared the links for 
these plans.

Telangana: No State Action Plan has been prepared. In the name of the State Action Plan, the board 
has replied with a website link (https://tspcb.cgg.gov.in/default.aspx) stating that the action plan 
can be downloaded from this website under status of Hon’ble court/Tribunal Directions. However, 
this website only contains action plan for non-attainment cities/area (air pollution) of Telangana 
state, namely Hyderabad, Nalgonda and Patancheru.

Findings

It is thus clear that as of 2021, the guidelines should have been framed, the State Action Plan 
prepared and its implementation should have commenced. This paper focuses on the progress so 
far as preparation and implementation of the State Action Plan is concerned.

•  The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) and the Central 
Pollution Control Board (CPCB) are required to formulate by 2019 the “Guidelines for 
preparation of State Action Plan”. (Action Plan 1.13.3)

•  A “Preliminary State Action Plan for Air Pollution” to be formulated for 23 states and 
finalised by 2020, prepared jointly by the State Pollution Control Board (SPCB), CPCB 
and MoEFCC. It implies that this plan will have to be prepared as per the guidelines. 
(1.13.1)

•  The state government and city administration initiate the process of implementation 
of the State Action Plan by 2020.

The State Action Plan for Air Pollution focuses on the need for a participatory approach involving 
state governments, central ministries, local bodies and other stakeholders to address all sources of 
pollution. The action points specifically require the following:

https://tspcb.cgg.gov.in/default.aspx
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Karnataka: The board responded with two links3 stating that the State Action Plan submitted to the 
CPCB is available on Karnataka State Pollution Control Board’s website. However, it was found that 
the first link contains the submission of approved revised action plan for four non-attainment cities 
namely, Bangalore, Hubli-Dharwad, Davanagere and Kalaburgi. The second link contains “Revised 
Action Plan for Control of Air Pollution in Bengaluru City”4.  There is no reference to the State Action 
Plan on the website.

Madhya Pradesh: The State Action Plan has not been prepared. According to the response from 
the board, action plans for six cities (Bhopal, Indore, Ujjain, Dewas, Gwalior and Sagar) have been 
prepared under the NCAP. 

Bihar: The state has replied with a website link (http://bspcb.bih.nic.in/technicalreport.html), 
stating that the State Action Plan has been uploaded on the Bihar State Pollution Control Board’s 
website. However, the said web page contains city action plans for the three cities, Patna, Gaya and 
Muzaffarpur.  There is no mention of a State Action Plan.

Odisha: The state has replied with a website link (www.ospcboard.org), stating that the State Action 
Plan for Air Pollution as proposed under NCAP is available on the Board’s official website. However, 
the website contains individual city action plan for six non-attainment cities of Odisha, namely Angul, 
Bhubaneswar, Balasore, Cuttack, Talcher and Rourkela. It also contains air pollution emergency 
response plan for seven non-attainment cities, Angul, Bhubaneswar, Balasore, Cuttack, Talcher, 
Rourkela and Kalinganagar. There is no reference to any State Action Plan.

Chhattisgarh: No State Action Plan has been prepared. The board has shared copies of city action 
plans for Korba and Bhilai. These have been revised based on the suggestions received from the 
three members’ committee.

Tamil Nadu: No State Action Plan has been prepared for Tamil Nadu. A copy of the action plan for 
control of air pollution with respect to PM10 in the non-attainment city of Thoothukudi has been sent 
in response to the query.

All states except Maharashtra have evaded the question on State Action Plan. They have diverted 
the subject and given details of various city action plans. This alone is a violation of the Right to 
Information Act, 2005. Clearly, the state government and pollution control boards are aware that a 
mandatory task has not been carried out. It is even more disturbing that no steps have been initiated 
to prepare the State Action Plan.

The NCAP is unlikely to make any improvement to the air quality unless there is a comprehensive 
plan to go beyond the 124 non-attainment cities. The plan states that air pollution has to be dealt 
at multiple levels—local, state, national and transboundary. Yet, two years after the NCAP came 
into effect, most states lack any awareness about preparing the State Action Plan, leave alone 
its implementation. Central bodies have been ignorant too. The guidelines for preparation of the 
State Action Plan had to be formulated by the MoEFCC and CPCB. It is not known whether these 
guidelines have been prepared because the MoEFCC did not respond to the question on guideline

Conclusion

3.   https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/AAQM-AP-03052019.pdf
      https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/AQMC_Revised_actionplan_2682019.pdf
4.   https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/AAQM-AP-03052019.pdf
      https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/AQMC_Revised_actionplan_2682019.pdf

http://bspcb.bih.nic.in/technicalreport.html
http://www.ospcboard.org
https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/AAQM-AP-03052019.pdf
https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/AQMC_Revised_actionplan_2682019.pdf
https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/AAQM-AP-03052019.pdf
https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/AQMC_Revised_actionplan_2682019.pdf
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preparation, and simply forwarded it to CPCB. Deadlines for preparation of guidelines and 
formulation of State Action Plans have all passed. The process of implementation should have been 
ongoing at this time.

Clearly, State Action Plan seems to have been forgotten. This is not a minor omission, it is a serious 
lapse on the part of every agency responsible for ensuring clean, breathable air for the citizens of 
the country. NCAP is a statutory plan under the Air Act, 1981, and has to be implemented by the 
statutory authorities and bodies i.e. SPCB and CPCB. They have been clearly remiss in their duty. 
This lackadaisical approach will have serious implication on India’s air quality. It is clear that simply 
focusing on non-attainment cities will not lead to any change in air quality even if implemented in 
letter and spirit.

Each state in India needs to prioritize the formulation and effective implementation of the State 
Action Plan. The preparation of such a plan must be a collaborative and participatory exercise to 
ensure that a holistic, implementable and realistic plan is in place. The importance of such an Action 
Plan is sine qua non for control and abatement of air pollution. There is a fair amount of scientific 
consensus that air pollution (specifically the presence of PM2.5 and nitrogen dioxide) contributes 
significantly to higher rates of COVID -19 infection and mortalities. A strong correlation has been 
found between air pollution and COVID-19 infections and mortality in some countries in the world5. 
The available data also indicates that exposure to air pollution may influence COVID-19 transmission.

Moreover, exposure to air pollution may increase vulnerability and have harmful effects on the 
prognosis of patients affected by COVID-19 infection6. Another study published in 2020 breaks down 
the results by region and country. It finds that air pollution contributed to 27% of COVID-19 deaths in 
China, 18% in the United States, 15% in Mexico, 14% in the United Kingdom, 6% in Israel, and just 1% 
in New Zealand7. The result suggests that air pollution is an important co-factor that increases the 
risk of mortality from COVID-19. This provides extra motivation for combining ambitious policies to 
reduce air pollution with measures to control the transmission of COVID-19.

There is thus an urgent need to formulate an effective and time-bound State Action Plan on Air 
Pollution. The delay in drafting and implementing such a plan, despite a statutory requirement, 
is nothing short of criminal negligence towards the lives of citizens. The “second wave” of the 
pandemic should serve as a wake-up call for both the state and central governments and for the 
public at large to ensure that such a plan is in place.

India’s air quality is never going to improve if the focus remains only on non-attainment cities. After 
all, one must not forget that the country itself qualifies as “non-attainment” so far as air quality 
parameters are concerned. Merely focusing on cities selected through an unscientific method will 
not clean up India’s air.

The NCAP document has a section on Global Experiences (Appendix IV). It states the time required 
to reduce the level of PM2.5 pollution. Beijing achieved 40% reduction in five years while Seoul 
reduced it by 35% between 2002 and 2008. The capital of Mongolia reduced it by an impressive 
64% between 2009 to 2015. There can be multiple reasons as to how these impressive figures have 
been achieved. However, it is clear that India is nowhere close to any reduction in the level of air 
pollution. In fact, the complete failure to prepare a State Action Plan shows the seriousness (or the 
lack thereof) with which NCAP is viewed by all agencies at both the central and the state level. 

5.  Ali, Naushad  and Farjana Islam (2020), The Effects of Air Pollution on COVID-19 Infection and Mortality—A Review on Recent Evi 
     dence, Published online 2020 Nov 26. doi: 10.3389/fpubh.2020.580057
6.  Ali, Naushad  and Farjana Islam (2020), The Effects of Air Pollution on COVID-19 Infection and Mortality—A Review on Recent Evi 
     dence, Published online 2020 Nov 26. doi: 10.3389/fpubh.2020.580057
7.  Andrea Pozzer, Francesca Dominici, Andy Haines, Christian Witt, Thomas Münzel, Jos Lelieveld, Regional and global contributions of air  
     pollution to risk of death from COVID-19, Cardiovascular Research, Volume 116, Issue 14, 1 December 2020, Pages 2247–2253, https:// 
     doi.org/10.1093/cvr/cvaa288

http://10.3389/fpubh.2020.580057
http://10.3389/fpubh.2020.580057
https://doi.org/10.1093/cvr/cvaa288
https://doi.org/10.1093/cvr/cvaa288
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Annexure-I
Sample questions asked to states

RTI Matter
To
Public Information Officer
Bihar State Pollution Control Board
Parivesh Bhawan, Plot No. NS-B/2
Patliputra Industrial Area, Patliputra        Date: 08/10/2020

Sub: Request for Information under Section 6 of the RTI Act, 2005
                      
Dear Sir/Madam,

I am writing to provide me the following documents/information under the Right to In-
formation Act, 2005.
 a. Copy of the State Action Plan for air pollution as proposed under National  
     Clean Air Programme (NCAP)
 b. Copies of communication (email, minutes of meetings, notices etc) regarding  
     the delay in preparing the State Action Plan, if not prepared
 c. Details of Fund allocated for implementation of NCAP
 d. Component-wise break-up of fund allocated for implementation of NCAP

The application fee of Rs. 10 by IPO No. 11F-672971 is attached herewith. If you are of 
the view that the above requested information does not pertain to your department, then 
please follow the provisions of Section 6(3) of the RTI Act 2005 and direct the query 
to the concerned authority. The information may be provided to me both at the address 
given below in hard copy and via email at kankanadas12@gmail.com
Sincerely,

(Kankana Das)
AC Block – 160, Sector-1, Salt Lake, Kolkata – 700064
West Bengal
Email: kankanadas12@gmail.com

mailto:kankanadas12%40gmail.com?subject=


June 2021
11

Neither Action Nor Plan

Annexure-II
Responses received through RTIs with respect to the Status of State Action Plan

S. No Name of State Reply Date Summary of Responses Received
1 Jammu & Kash-

mir PCB
10/18/2020 J&K PCB refused to accept the letter and returned the 

same
2 Gujarat Pollution 

Control Board
11/11/2020 The board replied that the action plan for Surat and 

Ahmedabad cities are available on CPCB website, for 
which they shared the web link of the CPCB website.
https://cpcb.nic.in/Actionplan/Surat.pdf
https://cpcb.nic.in/Actionplan/Ahmedabad.pdf
Nothing mentioned in the reply about the state action 
plan for the state of Gujarat. 

3 Andhra Pradesh 
Pollution Control 
Board 

15/10/20 & 
2/11/20

Andhra Pradesh has formulated a comprehensive “State 
Environment Plan” with air pollution control as one of 
the topics.
Hence the State has shared the copy of the “State Envi-
ronment Plan” and action plan for 5 non-attainment cit-
ies (Vishakhapatnam, Vijayawada, Guntur, Nellore and 
Kurnool) which have been formulated and are under 
implementation. Action plan for rest of the eight cities 
are in finalisation stage and hence not shared by them.  

4 Punjab Pollution 
Control Board

3/11/20 &
12/7/2020

The board has sent the copies of individual city action 
plan for all the 9 non-attainment cities (Dera Bassi, Go-
bindgarh, Jalandhar, Khanna, Ludhiana, Naya Nangal, 
Pathankot/Dera Baba, Patiala, Amritsar)
The state PCB has charged a huge amount of money to 
share the copy of the individual city action plans. They 
could have easily shared the website link like all the 
other PCBs across India have done. Or else, they could 
have prior intimate the information seeker stating that 
the state action plan has not been made, it is just the 
individual city action plan which are prepared, like the 
way Maharashtra PCB has responded. 

5 Uttar Pradesh 
Pollution Control 
Board

11/5/2020 The board has responded that the , city action plans for 
15 non-attainment cities of Uttar Pradesh is available 
on the web portal of the Uttar Pradesh Environmental 
Compliance Portal (http://www.upecp.in/AirPollution-
ActionPlan.aspx)
No separate communication regarding the state action 
plan.
While checked, it is found that, individual city –wise 
action plan for 15 cities (Lucknow, Kanpur, Allahabad, 
Varanasi, Ghaziabad, Agra, Noida, Anpara, Bareilly, 
Firozabad, Gajraula, Khurja, Moradabad, Raebarili and 
Jhansi) and the draft action plan for two cities (Meerut 
and Gorakhpur) are there on the said web portal.

https://cpcb.nic.in/Actionplan/Surat.pdf
https://cpcb.nic.in/Actionplan/Ahmedabad.pdf
http://www.upecp.in/AirPollutionActionPlan.aspx
http://www.upecp.in/AirPollutionActionPlan.aspx
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6 West Bengal 
Pollution Control 
Board

11/13/2020 The board has responded that state comprehensive air 
quality action plan is available in the website of the 
state board (http://www.wbpcb.gov.in)
However, while checked, it is found that, there is no 
such document called state comprehensive air quality 
action plan. Rather, there is only one action plan, named 
‘comprehensive air quality action plan for Kolkata’. No 
trace for six other non-attainment cities of West Bengal, 
leave aside the state action plan. 

7 Maharashtra 
Pollution Control 
Board

11/2/2020 The Board has clearly mentioned that, state action plan 
not prepared under NCAP. Action plans for non-attain-
ment cities are prepared and available on the MPCB 
website (www.mpcb.gov.in)

8 Karnataka State 
Pollution Control 
Board

11/3/2020 The board responded with two links
https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/in-
line-files/AAQM-AP-03052019.pdf

https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/in-
line-files/AQMC_Revised_actionplan_2682019.pdf, 
stating that, the state action plan which is submitted to 
Central Pollution Control Board is in Karnataka State 
Pollution Control Board website.
However, while checked, it is found that the first link 
contains the submission of approved revised action plan 
for four non-attainment cities namely, Bangalore, Hub-
li-Dharwad, Davanagere and Kalaburgi by the Karnata-
ka State Pollution Control Board to the CPCB. 
The second link contains ‘Revised Action Plan for Con-
trol of Air Pollution in Bengaluru City’. 
No trace of State Action Plan on the website.

9 Telangana State 
Pollution Control 
Board

29/10/20 and 
9/11/20

No state action plan has been prepared. In the name 
of the state action plan, the board has replied with a 
website link
(https://tspcb.cgg.gov.in/default.aspx) stating that the 
action plan can be downloaded from this website under 
status of Hon’ble court/Tribunal Directions.
However, while checked, it is found that the said web-
site contains action plan for non-attainment cities/area 
(air pollution) of Telangana state, namely Hyderabad, 
Nalgonda and Patancheruvu.

10 Madhya Pradesh 
Pollution Control 
Board

10/29/2020 No state action plan has been prepared.
According to the response from the board, under the 
National Clean Air Porgramme (NCAP), six cities 
(Bhopal, Indore, Ujjain, Dewas, Gwalior and Sagar) 
action plans have been prepared, which can be viewed 
on board website (www.mppcb.nic.in)

11 Delhi Pollution 
Control Commit-
tee (DPCC)

26/10/20 & 
4/12/20

DPCC has not shared any action plan for Delhi. Rather 
it gives status update of various actions taken as on 
date of August 2020 with respect to mitigation of air 
pollution. The document gives update on status compli-
ance by various agencies with respect to the directions 
and orders of the Supreme Court and the Environment 
Pollution (Prevention and Control) Authority, issued 
from time to time.

http://www.wbpcb.gov.in
https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/AAQM-AP-03052019.pdf
https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/AAQM-AP-03052019.pdf
https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/AQMC_Revised_actionplan_2682019.pdf
https://kspcb.karnataka.gov.in/sites/default/files/inline-files/AQMC_Revised_actionplan_2682019.pdf
https://tspcb.cgg.gov.in/default.aspx
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12 Meghalaya State 
Pollution Control 
Board

11/16/2020 Meghalaya did not prepare any state action plan for 
its non-attainment city. It has shared the action plan 
for control of air pollution in non-attainment city of 
Byrnihat and a micro level action plan for control of 
air pollution in Byrnihat including EPIP Industrial 
area. And also, a copy of Graded Response Action Plan 
(GRAP) prepared for Byrnihat in line with the GRAP of 
Delhi-NCR has been shared by the Meghalaya SPCB.

13 Bihar State 
Pollution Control 
Board

11/26/2020 The state has replied with a website link (http://bspcb.
bih.nic.in/technicalreport.html), stating that the state 
action plan has been uploaded on the website of Bihar 
State Pollution Control Board.
While checked it is found that the said web page con-
tains individual city action plan for the three cities of 
Bihar, namely Patna, Gaya and Muzaffarpur. 
The state has not prepared any state action plan.

14 State Pollution 
Control Board, 
Odisha

1/5/2021 The state has replied with a website link (www.osp-
cboard.org), stating that the state action plan for air 
pollution as proposed under NCAP is available in the 
official website of the Board.
However, while checked, it is found that the said web-
site contains individual city action plan for six non-at-
tainment cities of Odisha, namely Angul, Bhubaneswar, 
Balasore, Cuttack, Talcher and Rourkella. And also, it 
contains air pollution emergency response plan for total 
seven non-attainment cities of Odisha, namely Angul, 
Bhubaneswar, Balasore, Cuttack, Talcher, Rourkella 
and Kalinganagar. 
The state has not prepared any state action plan.

15 Chhattisgarh En-
vironment Conser-
vation Board

23/10/20 & 
21/12/20

No state action plan has been prepared. The board has 
shared copies of the individual city action plan (revised 
based on the suggestions received from the three mem-
bers committee) for the cities of Korba and Bhilai.

16 Tamil Nadu 
Pollution Control 
Board

27/10/20 & 
05/12/20

No state action plan has been prepared for Tamil Nadu. 
A copy of the action plan for control of air pollution 
with respect to PM10 in non-attainment city of Thoothu-
kudi has been sent through RTI response.
Further, a letter from Central Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB) to the Tamil Nadu State Pollution Control 
Board dated October 9, 2020 reveals that the state has 
not submitted the revised city action plan for another 
non-attainment city Trichy of Tamil Nadu. 
No trace of Madurai city action plan, the third non-at-
tainment city of Tamil Nadu. 

17 Rajasthan 11/24/2021 Rajasthan SPCB has stated that they are just the body 
under AQMC like other departments and nodal depart-
ment for this is Department of Environment, 
Rajasthan and action plan was compiled by the nodal 
department.
The stated role of Rajasthan SPCB as they claimed is 
however not right, as per the NCAP document

http://bspcb.bih.nic.in/technicalreport.html
http://bspcb.bih.nic.in/technicalreport.html
http://www.ospcboard.org
http://www.ospcboard.org
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